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ñAll We Need is Music, Music, Musicéò 
 

Todayõs article  is dedicated to  three great  

singers who died way too sooné they had so much more to offer:  

Janis Joplin at age 27, Karen Carpenter 32, and Mama Cass Elliot, 33, 

of the Mamaõs and Papas. 

 

Mea Culpa  

Before we move into the ô70s I have to tell you that I was remiss in 

not writing more about the incomparable Fats Domino who was the 

absolute master of R & B in the fifties and into the õ60s:  Ainõt that a 

Shame; My Blue Heaven; Blueberry 

Hill ; My Girl Josephine.  Iõm Walking; 

Blue Monday; Whole Lot of Lovinõ;  

I want to Walk You Home; Walking to 

New Orleans; I Hear You Knockinõ etc.  

 

Also , I remember when I became 

aware of òLittle ó Brenda  Lee, age 15 , 

with òSweet Nothinõsó.  She was the 

little  girl with the big voice.   Brenda 

Lee deserves recognition as the top female solo artist of the late 

1950s through the mid -1960s with rock -a-billy  and  rock and roll -styled 

song s. Her biggest hits, in addition to Sweet Nothinõs includes 

Jambalaya; I Want to Be Wanted (No. 1); All Alone Am I ; Fool #1 ; 

Glenn Savoy ó62 called to complain 

that I left out his favorite song, King 

Curtisô ñMemphis Soul Stewò which 

came out in ô65.  He says he likes to 

listen to it back to back with Harlem 

Shuffle by the Stones.  I checked out 

the Stones version of Harlem 

Shuffle on line and itôs a great little 

video.  Check it out:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=

nAkMTu6q2pY 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rock_and_roll
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_Alone_Am_I
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That's All You Gotta Do ; Emo tions ; You Can Depend on Me ; Dum Dum ; 

and Break It to Me Gently . Lee's total of nine consecutive top 1 0 

Billboard Hot 100 hits  set a r ecord for a female solo artist.  

 

And one final maj or omission , regarding music of the sixties:  Barbra 

Streisand.  Barbra Streisand hit like a waft of cool air to my parched 

brain.  Her rendition of òPeopleó, with her crystal clear voice and a 

range well over two octaves, is probably one of the best recor dings of 

any song anywhere.  I was about 19 years old when it was released . I 

used to spend time acting  all gr own up and sophisticated, with  a gin 

and tonic  in hand,  at my older brother õs apartment on the west side of 

the Coughlin Street hill.  Iõd put her People  album on the stereo and 

just lay back and soak up  the sound of her inco mparable voice.  

 

And by the way, I have a òsix degrees of separationó relationship with 

Barbraé  Do you know who this guy is?   No, noé not the guy on the 

lefté thatõs a younge r version of 

me.  Iõm talking about the  guy on 

the right.  Give up?  Iõll give you a 

hint.  Heõs the father of Josh 

Brolin and he just happens to be 

married to é Barbra Streisand.  

Thatõs righté James Brolin.  I had 

the good fortune to work with him 

for abo ut a week on the film 

Skyjacked  which came out in 

1972.  He was the bad guyé but in 

truth was a very nice man and friendly to all.  So there you have ité 6 

degrees of separation.   Barb and I are practically kinfolk.   

 

The Seventies  

The decade of the ô70s is somewhat of a blur as I concentrated on my 

career and raising my family.  I wasnõt quite as involved in the music 

as I had been previously.  
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The seventies music was somewhat 

eclectic, and almost schizo -phrenicé 

we went from ballads to disco to punk 

and  to heavy metal almost overnight.   

Here are just a few of my favorite mega 

talented artists of  the decade . 

 

Still i n Demand  

Neil Diamond, whose career began in 

the late ô60s continued to be popular into the ô70s and beyond with 11 

number one singles.  Dia mond has sold over 125 million records 

worldwide, making him one of the world's best -selling music artists of 

all time . He is the third  most successful  adult contemporary  artist on  

the  Billboard  charts  beh ind  Elton John  and one -time duet partner 

Barbra Streisand .  He has had eleven No. 1 singles o n the  Hot 10 0 and 

Adult Contemporary charts  including: Cracklin' Rosie ; Song Sung 

Blue ; Longfellow Serenade ;  You Don't Bring Me Flowers  (with 

Streisand) ; America ; Yesterday's Songs ; 

and Heartlight . Among my favorite 

Diamond hits are:  Sweet Caroline; 

Brother Loveõs Traveling Salvation Show; 

and Holly Holy.  His Hot August Nights  

album was fantastic.  He continues to 

record and r elease new material and 

maintains an extensive touring schedule.  

 

The Piano Man  

Billy Joel, since releasing his first hit song  in 1973 , the autobiograph -

ical " Piano Man ", he  has become the sixth best -selling recording 

artist and the third best -selling solo artist in the United States.   

 

Joel had Top 40 hits in the ô70s, ô80s, and ô90s, achieving 33 Top 40 

hits in the United States, all of which he wrote himself.  He is also  a 

six -time  Grammy Award  winner and  has been nominated for 23 

Grammy Awards throughout his career. He has sold more than 

By writing poems for girls he was 

attracted to in school, Neil 

Diamond  soon learned it often 

won their hearts. His male 

classmates took note and began 

asking him to write poems for 

them which they would sign and 

use with equal success 

The Doobie Brothers improved 

their playing by performing live all 

over Northern Californiain 1970. 

They attracted a particularly 

strong following among local 

chapters of the Hells Angels and 

got a recurring gig at one of the 

bikers' favorite venues, the 

Chateau Libert® in the Santa Cruz 

mountains. 
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150  million records worldwide, making him one of the  best -selling 

artists of all time .
  

 

Joel was inducted into the  Rock and Roll Hall of Fame  in 1999, and  

continues to tour, and play songs from all eras of  his career . 

 

Hereõs just a few of Billy Joelõs top hits:  New York State of Mind; You 

May Be Right; Allentown; For the Longest Time; An I nnocent Man; Big 

Shot; Honesty; Tell Her About It; Uptown Girl; and We Didnõt Start the 

Fire.  

 

Sir Elton  

In his five -decade career Elton John has sold more than 300 million 

records, making him one of the  best -selling music artists in the 

world .
 

 He has more than fifty  Top 40  hits, including seven consec u-

tive No. 1 US albums , and 58  Billboard  Top 40 singles, including 10 

No. 1 hits.   For 31 consecutive year s (1970 ð2000) he had at least one 

song in the  Billboard  Hot 100 .  

 

His career took off in 1970 when his first hit single, òYour Songó 

reached the Top 10 .  After that, it  was a string of hits one after 

another:  Tiny Dancer ; Rocket Man ; Honky Cat ; Crocodile Rock ; 

Daniel ; Saturday Night's Alright For Fighting ; Goodbye Yellow Brick 

Road ; Bennie and The Jets ; Don't Let The Sun Go Down On Me ; The 

Bitch Is Back ; Philadelphia Freedom ; Don't Go Breaking My Heart  

(with  Kiki Dee ); Sorry Seems To Be The Hardest Wor d etc.  

 

In 1998 Elton John received a knighthood  from  Elizabeth II  for 

"services to music and charitable ser vices".  

 

The King of Pop  

Michael Jackson was to hit his peak as a solo artist in th e 1980õs but 

even as the youngest member of the Jackson 5 he showed his 

promise and showmanship.  The Jackson 5 were among the first 

groups of  black American  performers to attain a  crossover  following, 

preceded by the  Supremes , the  Four Tops  and the  Temptations .  The 
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group made history in  1970 , (Michael was only 12),  as the  first record -

ing act whose first four singles reached No. 1 on the  Billboard Hot 

100 , with the songs: I Want You Back ; ABC ; The Love You Save ; and 

I'll Be There .  They scored  17 top forty singles on the Hot 100 , after 

continuing with further hits such as Never Can Say Goodbye  and 

Dancing Machine .  He was one of the best and most innovative artists 

ever.   Iõll never forget his televised live performance of Billie Jean in 

1983 at the Motown Records 25 anniversary.  It was the first time he 

did the òmoon walk.ó  But for Michael Jackson, the best (and the 

worst) was yet to come.  

 

Flying High  

The  Eagles  forme d in Los Angeles in 1971 and had a meteoric rise to 

the top.  The Eagles released their  self -titled debut album  in 1972, 

which spawned three  top 40  singles: Take It Easy ; Witchy Woman ; 

and Peaceful Easy Feeling .  In 1976 their album Their Greatest Hits 

(1971 ð1975)  was the best selling album of the 20th century in the 

U.S.  and is tied with Michael Jackson 's  Thriller  as the highest -

certified album in the U.S. at 29x platinum.  

 

Their Greatest Hits  album contained: Take It Easy ; Witchy Woman ; 

Lyin' Eyes ; Desperado ;   Alr eady Gone ;   One of These Nights ;   

Tequila Sunrise ; Take It to the Limit ;  Peaceful Easy Feel ing ;  and Best 

of My Love . 

 

They hit their commercial peak in late 1976 with the release of  Hotel 

California , which would go on to sell more than 32 million copies 

worldwide. The album yielded two number -one singles, " New Kid in 

Town " and " Hotel California ". They released their last studio album 

for nearly 28 years, in 1979, with  The Long Run , which spawned three 

top 10 singles: Heartache Tonight ; The Long Run ; and I Can't Tell You 

Why . 

 

With five number -one singles, six  Grammy Awards , five  American 

Music Awards , and six number one albums, the Eagles were one of 
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the most successful mu sical acts of the 1970s. At the end of the 20th 

century, two of their albums,  Their Greatest Hits (1971 ð1975)  and   

Hotel California , were ranked among the 20  best -selling albums in the 

United States  

 

The Eagles disbanded in July 1980 but reunited in 1994 with several 

other distractions along the way.  They are currently touring but only 

with one original member of the group.  

 

Sw an Song  

The Beatles dissolved their partnership  in  1970 although it took 

several more years to tie up all the legal loose ends.  Ironically their 

last al bum was Let It Be , but sadlyé they couldnõt.  On May 8, Let It 

Be  was released and its accompanying sin gle, "The Long and Winding 

Road", was the Beatles' last  

 

Lennon, McCartney, Harrison and Starr all released solo albums in 

1970. Their solo records sometimes involved one or more of the 

others;   Starr's  Ringo  (1973) was the only album to include 

compositions and performances by all four ex -Beatles, albeit on 

separate songs.  With Starr's participation, Harrison staged  the 

Concert for Bangladesh  in New York City in August 1971.
 

 Lennon and 

McCartney never recorded together again.  And you know the rest of 

the story.
  

 

 

Paul McCartney and Wings, was formed by Paul and his wife Li nda 

after the breakup of the Beatles.  They enjoyed success with My Love 

#1; Live and Let Die; Band On the Run #1; Listen to What the Man Said 

#1; Silly Love Songs #1;  Let 'Em In ; and Maybe I'm Amazed .  They 

broke up in 1981.   

 

John Len non  teamed  with Yoko Ono  (whom I never really cared for)  to 

form the Plastic Ono Band and his biggest hit after t he Beatles 

breakup was òImagine ó followed by òHappy Christmas (War is Over) ó.  

After the birth of his son Julian he became, more or less, a òhouse 
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husbandó and returned to performing in 1980.  At around 10:50  p.m . 

on December 8, 1980, as Lennon and Ono retu rned to their New York 

apartment in the  Dakota , Mark David Chapman  shot Lennon in the 

back fou r times at the entrance to the building.    

 

After  the band's break -up  in 1970, George Harrison released the triple 

album  All Things Must Pass , from which two hit singles originated 

including òMy Sweet Lord ó.  He also organized the 1971 Concert for 

Bangladesh  with Indian musician Ravi Shankar .   

 

In 1973, Harrisonõs album Living in the Material World  held the number 

one spot on the  Billboard  album chart for five weeks, and the album's 

single, " Give Me Love (Give Me Peace on Earth) ", also reached number 

one in the US.  

 

Although he continued to produce and record albums he only had 

mixed success during the ô70s.  In 1988 Harrison formed the Traveling 

Wilburys with Jeff Lynne,  Roy Orbison , Bob Dylan and Tom Petty.   

After Lennonõs death, many people hoped that the Beatles would 

regroup with , perhaps,  Julian Lennon filling in, but when Harrison died 

in November of 2001 that ended that dream.  

 

Ringo Starr released two al bums before the end of 1970 : Senti - 

Mental Journey  and  the country -inspired  Beaucoups of Blues.  

 

In 1970 Starr played drums on Lennon's  John Lennon/Plastic Ono 

Band  and on Harrison's albums  All Things Must Pass  (1970) and  Living 

in the Material World  (1973).
 

 In 1971, Starr participated in  the 

Concert for Bangladesh , organiz ed by Harrison, and with him co -wrote 

the hit single " It Don't Come Easy ", which reached number four.  

 

In 1973, he earned two number one hits in the US: " Photograph ", that 

was co -written with Harrison, and " You're Sixteen ".  Starr's third 

million -selling single and his second U S chart -topper.   
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In November 1973, Starr released  Ringo , a commercially suc cessful 

album that featured writing and musical contributions from Harrison, 

Lennon and McCartney.
 

 The LP yielded the hit song " Oh My My ", a US 

numb er five that was Starr's fifth consecutive top -ten hit.
 

  Goodnight 

Vienna  followed in 1974 and was also successful, reaching number 

eight in the US.   The album earned St arr a pair of top -ten hits with 

his cover of  the Platters ' " Only You (And You A lone) ", which peaked at 

number six in the US and " No No Song ", which was a US number three 

and Starr's seventh consecutive top -ten hit.
 

  

 

Starr released a few more albums that didnõt enjoy any particular 

success and in 1978 he released  Bad Boy  which r eached a 

disappointing number 129  in the US and failed to chart in the UK.  

 

The  Dances of the ô70 s 

While the ô70s didnõt spawn as many dances as the early ô60s, 

nevertheless, dancing was an important part of the lives of young 

club -goers in the 1970s.  TV dance shows, like American Bandstand 

were still going strong in the 70s, and mo re music and dance shows 

were happening ð including Soul Train.   

 

How many of these dances do you remember?  How many can you do 

is more to the point:  The Hustle, The Bump , Funky Chicken . YMCA 

and The Bus Stop .  Okay, okay, so you can do the YMCAé anyone who 

can move their arms can do that oneé even me. 

 

And then, of course, thereõs country line dancing.  At least five line 

dances were written in the ô70s: Walkin' Wazi; Cowboy Boogie; and 

the Tush Push. The more familiar  Electric Slide  was a Disco -based 

line dance created and popularized in the mid -1970s.  Another 70s line 

dance is  the Nutbush .  Noé really?  The ònutbush?ó  One can only 

imagine.  LOL  
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Go Ahead Punk é Make My Day 

Punk  is a genre of music (?) that I never quite ògot.ó Punk rock 

developed between 1974 and 1976 in t he US, the UK , and Australia.   

Rooted in  garage rock , punk rock bands avoided  mainstream  

ô70s  rock and  typically use d short or fast -paced songs, with hard -

edged melodies and s inging styles, stripped -down instrumentation, 

and often political,  anti -establishment  lyrics.  

 

By late 1976, bands such as the  Sex Pistols , The Clash , The Damned , 

Television , Patti Smith , and the  Ramones  were recogni zed as the 

vanguard of a new musical movement. The following year saw punk 

rock spreading around the world, and it became a major cultural 

phenomenon in the UK . A punk subcul ture  emerged, expressing 

youthful rebellion and characterized by distinctive  style of clothing  

ranging from deliberately offensive T -shirts, leather jackets, spike 

bands  and other studded or spiked jewelry , to bondage and S&M 

clothes . 

 

I canõt honestly say that Iõve heard of any of those Punk groups or 

even understand what the phenomena was, except to be different and 

piss off your parents.  

 

Heavy Metal  

This is another style of music  that I donõt have any particular 

appreciation for , but apparently lots of  folks do.   (Although I do like 

òBorn to Be Wild ó.)  

 

Heavy metal  is a genre of  rock music  that developed in the late 1960s 

and early 1970s.  With roots in  blues , rock , and psychedelic rock , the 

bands that created heavy metal developed a thick, massive sound, 

characterized by highl y amplified distortion , extended  guitar solos , 

emphatic beats, and overall loudness. Heavy m etal lyrics and 

performance styles are often associated with  masculinity , aggression, 

and machismo . 
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The first h eavy metal bands such as  Led Zeppelin , Black 

Sabbath  and  Deep Purple  attracted large audiences, though they 

were often derided by critics, a status common throughout the history 

of the genre.  

 

Heavy metal, apparently, has several òsub-genresó which, frankly, Iõve 

never heard of  un til I did some research : Thrash metal, Death metal, 

Black metal, Power metal, Doom metal, Funk Metal, Nu Metalé   

 

While Iõm basically ignorant of the music, Iõve certainly heard of the 

various Heavy Metal bands such as:   Alice Cooper; Black Sabbath; Def 

Leppard; Grand Funk Railroad; Jimi Hendrix Experience; Iron Butter -

fly; Iron Maiden; Judas Priest; Kiss; Led Zeppelin; Ted Nugent; 

Steppenwolf; Twisted Sister; and Van Halen.   

 

Gene Simmons of Kiss  

 

Hereõs a list of the top ten Heavy Metal 

numbers of the ô70 s.  How many of them have 

you heard of?  Iõm not familiar with any of 

them.  

 

10. Lord of this World.  (1971) Black Sabbath  

9. Nightmare.  (1973)  Icecross  

8. Children of the Grave.  (1971)  Black Sabbath  

7. Shylock.  (1973)  Buffalo  

6. Into the Void.  (1971)  Black Sabbath  

5. Slowly But Surely.  (1973) " Flower Travellin' Band  

4. Black Sabbath.  (1970)  Black Sabbath  

3. 7 Screaming Diz -Busters.  (1975)  Blue Öyster Cult  

2. Dissident Aggressor.  (1977)  Judas Priest  

1. Symptom of the Universe.  (1975)  Black Sabbath  

 

Howõd you do?  Thatõs what I thoughté 
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The Bad Boys from Boston  

Aerosmith , sometimes referred to as "America's Greatest Rock and 

Roll Band was formed in Boston, Massachusetts in 1970 . 

 

Their style, which is rooted in  blues -based  hard rock ,
 

has come to 

also incorporate elements of pop , heavy metal , and  rhythm and 

blues , and has inspired many subsequent rock artist s.  In the early 

ô79s they released a string of gold and platinum albums, beginning 

with their 1973 self -titled debut album , followed by their 1974 

album  Get Your Wings . In 1975, the band broke into the mainstream 

with the album  Toys in the Attic , and their 1976 follow -up  Rocks   

cemented their status as hard rock superstars.  Two additional albums 

followed in 1977 and 1979. The band's first five album s have since 

attained multi -platinum status.  

 

Throughout the 1970s, the band toured extensively and charted a 

dozen Hot 100 singles. By the end of the decade, they were among 

the most popular hard rock bands in the world.  However,  drug 

addiction  and internal conflict took their toll on the band.  

 

Aerosmith is  the best -selling American rock band of all time , having 

sold more than 150 million records worldwide.  With 25 gold albums, 

18 platinum albums, and 12 multi -platinum albums, they hold the 

record for the most total certifications by an American group and  are 

tied for the most  multi -platinum  albums by an American group. They 

were inducted into the  Rock and Roll Hall of Fame  in 2001 . 

 

After 45  years of performing, the band continues to tour and record 

music.  

 

The Disco Phenomena  

Midway through the decade the phenomenon called òdiscoó reigned 

supreme.  Disco  contains e lements of salsa , of  funk , soul , pop , and 

psychedelic  that was most popular in the mid and late 1970s.  It has a 

pulsating, relentless beat.  Wel l -known late 1970s disco performers 
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included  ABBA , Giorgio Moroder , Donna Summer , The  Bee Gees , KC 

and the Sunshine Band , The Trammps , Gloria Gaynor  and Chic .  

 

Many non -disco artists recorded disco songs at the height of disco's 

popularity, and films such as  Saturday Night Fever  and  Thank God It's 

Friday  contributed to disco's rise in mainstream popularity. Disco was 

the last mass popular music movement that was driven by the  baby 

boom generation .
 

 (That means that we are in no way responsible for 

hip hop and rap.  Whewé I was worried about that.)  

 

Disco Diva  

From 1978 to 1979, Donna Summer continued to release  hits such as 

Last Dance ; Bad Girls ; Heaven Knows ; No More Tears (Enough Is 

Enoug h) ; Hot Stuff ; and On the Ra dio , all very successful disco songs.  

 

Discoõs Greatest Group 

The  Bee Gees  (The Brothers Gibb :  Barry, Robin and Maurice) wrote 

all of their own hits, as well as writing and producing se veral major 

hits for other artists.  Barryõs falsetto  was used on hits such as : You 

Should Be  Dancing ; Stayin' Alive ; Night Fever ; More Than A Woman ;  

and Love You Inside Out . Andy Gibb , a younger brother to the Bee 

Gees, followed with similarly -styled solo hits such as I Just Want to 

Be Your Everything ; (Love Is) Thicker Than Water ; and Shadow 

Dancing .  

 

The Bee Gees sold more than 220 million records worldwide, making 

them one of the  world's best -selling music artists  of all time.
 

 Th ey 

were inducted into the  Rock and Roll Hall of Fame  in 1997;  Only Elvis 

Presley , the Beatles , Michael Jackson , Garth Brooks  and  Paul 

McCartney  have outsold the Bee Gees.  

 

Maurice's sudden death in January 2003 at the age of 53, made Barry 

and Robin decide to retire t he group's name , after 45 years. In 2009 

Robin announced that he and Barry had agreed that the Bee Gees 

would re -form and perform again.
 

 Robin died in May 2012  at the age 

of 62 , and that, as they say, was that.  
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In 1975, hits such as  Van McCoy 's " The Hustle " and " Cou ld It Be 

Magic " brought disco further into the mainstream. Other notable early 

disco hits include:  The Jackson 5 's " Dancing Machine " (1974);  Barry 

White 's " You're the First, the Last, My Everything " (1974);  LaBelle 's 

" Lady Marmalade " (1975); and  Silver Convention 's " Fly Robin Fly ".  

 

Disco music was a worldwide phenomenon, but it had  a short life 

spané its popularity declined in the United States  in the late 1970 s.  

 

Hereõs the Top Ten from every year of the ô70 s decade:  

 

1970 

1. Layla - Derek and the Dominos 
2. Bridge Over Troubled Water - Simon and Garfunkel 
3. Let It Be - The Beatles 
4. Your Song - Elton John 
5. Get Up (I Feel Like Being A) Sex Machine - James Brown 
6. Lola - The Kinks 
7. Who'll Stop the Rain - Creedence Clearwater Revival 
8. Fire and Rain - James Taylor 
9. Paranoid - Black Sabbath 
10. All Right Now ï Free 
 
 
1971 

1. Stairway to Heaven - Led Zeppelin 
2. Imagine - John Lennon 
3. What's Going On - Marvin Gaye 
4. Let's Stay Together - Al Green 
5. Maggie May - Rod Stewart 
6. American Pie - Don McLean 
7. Won't Get Fooled Again - The Who 
8. Brown Sugar - The Rolling Stones 
9. Just My Imagination - The Temptations 
10. Family Affair - Sly and the Family Stone 
 
1972 

1. Superstition - Stevie Wonder 
2. Papa Was a Rollin' Stone - The Temptations 
3. Smoke on the Water - Deep Purple 
4. Lean on Me - Bill Withers 
5. Heart of Gold - Neil Young 
6. Walk on the Wild Side - Lou Reed 
7. You Are the Sunshine of My Life - Stevie Wonder 
8. If You Don't Know Me by Now - Harold Melvin & the Blue Notes 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Van_McCoy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Hustle_(song)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Could_It_Be_Magic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Could_It_Be_Magic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Jackson_5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dancing_Machine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barry_White
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barry_White
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/You%27re_the_First,_the_Last,_My_Everything
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labelle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lady_Marmalade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silver_Convention
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fly_Robin_Fly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States


9. I'll Take You There - The Staple Singers 
10. Tumbling Dice - The Rolling Stones 
 
 
1973 

1. Free Bird - Lynyrd Skynyrd 

2. Let's Get It On - Marvin Gaye 

3. Midnight Train to Georgia - Gladys Knight and the Pips 

4. Dream On - Aerosmith 

5. Living for the City - Stevie Wonder 

6. Money - Pink Floyd 

7. Piano Man - Billy Joel 

8. Killing Me Softly with His Song - Roberta Flack 

9. Goodbye Yellow Brick Road - Elton John 

10. That Lady - Isley Brothers 

 

1974 

1. No Woman, No Cry - Bob Marley and the Wailers 
2. Sweet Home Alabama - Lynyrd Skynyrd 
3. You Ain't Seen Nothin' Yet - Bachman-Turner Overdrive 
4. Rock Your Baby - George McCrae 
5. Lady Marmalade - LaBelle 
6. Autobahn - Kraftwerk 
7. Help Me - Joni Mitchell 
8. Waterloo - Abba 
9. Can't Get Enough of Your Love, Babe - Barry White 
10. Tell Me Something Good - Rufus 
 
1975 

1. Born to Run - Bruce Springsteen 
2. Bohemian Rhapsody - Queen 
3. Walk This Way - Aerosmith 
4. Kashmir - Led Zeppelin 
5. Tangled Up in Blue - Bob Dylan 
6. Wish You Were Here - Pink Floyd 
7. Thunder Road - Bruce Springsteen 
8. One of These Nights - Eagles 
9. Low Rider - War 
10. I'm Not in Love - 10cc 
 
1976 

1. Hotel California - The Eagles 
2. Go Your Own Way - Fleetwood Mac 
3. More Than a Feeling - Boston 
4. Anarchy in the UK - The Sex Pistols 
5. Dancing Queen - Abba 
6. (Don't Fear) The Reaper - Blue Oyster Cult 
7. Night Moves - Bob Seger 
8. Blitzkrieg Bop - The Ramones 



9. The Boys Are Back in Town - Thin Lizzy 
10. Play That Funky Music - Wild Cherry  
 
 
1977 

1. Stayin' Alive - The Bee Gees 
2. We Will Rock You/We Are the Champions - Queen 
3. Heroes - David Bowie 
4. Best of My Love - The Emotions 
5. God Save the Queen - The Sex Pistols 
6. Brick House - The Commodores 
7. Dreams - Fleetwood Mac 
8. Paradise by the Dashboard Light - Meat Loaf 
9. I Feel Love - Donna Summer 
10. Jamming - Bob Marley and the Wailers 
 
1978 

1. I Will Survive - Gloria Gaynor 
2. Roxanne - The Police 
3. Sultans of Swing - Dire Straits 
4. Heart of Glass - Blondie 
5. One Nation Under a Groove ï Funkadelic 
6. I Wanna Be Sedated - The Ramones 
7. Miss You - The Rolling Stones 
8. Le Freak - Chic 
9. Old Time Rock and Roll - Bob Seger 
10. Rock Lobster - The B-52's 
 
1979 

1. Another Brick in the Wall, Part 2 - Pink Floyd 
2. London Calling - The Clash 
3. Rapper's Delight - The Sugarhill Gang 
4. Good Times - Chic 
5. Dont Stop 'Til You Get Enough - Michael Jackson 
6. We Are Family - Sister Sledge 
7. Comfortably Numb - Pink Floyd 
8. Hot Stuff - Donna Summer 
9. Brass in Pocket - The Pretenders 
10. Message in a Bottle - The Police 

 

After the seventies I pretty much  began to  tune out on the contemp -

orary music scene although there were still some excellent perform -

ers in the 1980s and beyond such as Blondie, Michael Jackson, Stevie 

Wonder, Carole King, C redence Clearwater Revival, Lio nel Ritchie,  

Bette Midler, Kenny Rogers, J. Geil Ban d, Queen , Guns ôn Roses etc  

 



In the past 25 years occasionally someone will release a song that I 

like, but itõs become far and in between.  Thank God for Sirius radio 

and the oldies, I can now flip the dial from ô50s to ô60s to 70s. 

 

While this  music feature  is pretty much over, we have a couple of 

dozen readers from the ô80s and ô90 s who might want to reflect on 

their music and singular experiences.  We certainly welcome their 

input.  

 

Iõll leave you with a few of my favorite songs of the ô80sé 

"Physical"  - Olivia Newton -John  

"Every Breath You Take"  - The Police  

"Flashdance...  What A Feeling"  - Irene Cara  

"Centerfold"  - The J. Geils Band  

"I Love Rock 'N Roll"  - Joan Jett & the Blackhearts  

"Billie Jean"  - Michael Jackson  

 

Todayõs music (?) hip hop and rap hold absolutely no fascination for 

me and I regard it probably i n the same way that our parentõs 

regarded rock ônõ roll when it first came on the scene. 

 

So hereõs the deal:  write in and tell us what music/lyrics/groups 

turned you on and why.  I know my era tuned into KYA and KEWB as 

we cruised Fosterõs and Eat ônõ Run.  The turmoil and conflicted 

emotions of being a teenager were amplified by our music (Why Must 

I Be a Teenager in Loveé Lonely, Iõm Mr. Lonelyé Call Me Mister 

Blueé Walk Like a Mané Put Your Head on My Shoulderé When I Fall 

in Loveé) There are so many g reat tunes and great memories that go 

along with them:  cruisinõ; dances in the girlõs gym; Rangerõs Hall; the 

Viscaynes; the Renegades; the Par agons;  the Torquays;  on and on and 

on.  

Those were the days my friend  

Weõd thought theyõd never end 

Weõd sing and dance forever and a day  

Weõd live the life we choose 

Weõd fight and never lose 

For we were young and sure to have our wayé 
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. . .  

 

Here are this weekõs respon ses to our Music, Music, Music  feature é 

 

From:  Linda Etheridge Rich ó62 

Iôve really been enjoying your music series of the past few weeks. Thanks to all who 

have shared their memories thus far. 

  
I didnôt pay a whole lot of attention to popular music in the 1950s and early 60s, 
probably because I never went to dances in the school gym or to parties at friendsô 
houses. That would have required dancing skills and/or friends, neither of which I 
possessed at the time. Chubby, terminally awkward and two years younger than oneôs 
classmates is no way to go through junior high and high school. Trust me on that. It 
wasnôt until I enrolled in VJC as a 16-year-old freshman in the fall of 1962 that my 
social life finally began to catch up with my academic standing, rather like a clumsy 
puppy growing into its enormous paws. By the time I was a sophomore, I had reason to 
hope I wouldnôt die a spinster after all. 

  
Not surprisingly, it was around that same time that I began intentionally listening to Top 
40 music. On those rare occasions that I was allowed to drive the family car solo, I 
would immediately tune the radio to KYA and crank up the volume. One exceptionally 
clear memory from my VJC days is driving home after taking my last final exam for the 
semester, feeling good because I knew Iôd aced it, andðas I headed east on 
Tennessee St. and approached the turnoff for Rollingwoodðhearing ñI Want to Hold 
Your Handò for the first time. My reaction was of the ñwell, thatôs differentò variety. Little 
did I know at the time that I would soon meet a guy from Wisconsin who was one of the 
Beatlesô most devoted fansé and eventually marry him. 
  
The dashboard radio continued to provide the background music of our lives 
throughout the late 60s, when my husband was stationed at Pearl Harbor. I have such 
lovely memories of riding along beside him on the front seat of our 1959 Edsel listening 
to his favorite Beatles hits: ñYellow Submarine,ò ñEleanor Rigby,ò and others. I had my 
own favorites, of course, including ñGuantanameroò and many other songs of that era. I 
suppose thatôs why your listings of top hits from the late 1960s struck such a chord with 
me. The first three years of our marriage, 1966-69ðour Hawaii yearsðwere the most 
vivid, intense and exciting three years of my life. 
  
There was a special poignancy to our time there, too, because the war in Vietnam was 
in full swing. Nearly every time we went to Waikiki we would see young servicemen 
fresh from Vietnam enjoying a brief period of R&R at Ft. DeRussy before returning to 
ôNam. It wasnôt that hard to pick them out of the crowd because they just had a 
different look from other servicemenðlike my husbandðwho were stationed at the 



various nearby military bases. We always hoped theyôd eventually make it home 
safely, but of course there was no way for us to know. 
  
And on a related subject, the traveling wallðthe half-size replica of the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial wallðmade a stop in a nearby town (LeRoy, IL) this past weekend, 
so we went to see it. Iôm pretty sure that everybody in our generation will have their 
own thoughts and memories of the war, so I wonôt impose mine. Letôs just say I shed 
some tears and leave it at that. 
  
As always, Harry, thanks for the memories. 
  

And, as always, Linda, your letters are so compelling.  Thank YOU.  

 
From:  Kathy Thurman-Robin ó62  

Harry.  I just love your account of the music of "our world" way back when.  I was really 

upset many years ago when the radio station I listened to for my old tunes changed its 

format and eliminated all of the "golden oldies".   

I remember reading something so long ago I can't remember when, that there was an 
experiment done with elderly people.  A small town was built far away from everything 
"modern" (at the time, anyway).  These older people occupied the "town" that was 
reminiscent of their youth.  They had homes with furniture, appliances, clothing and 
cars from that era.  The town didn't have anything "modern" to confuse the 
experiment.  Even the music was era appropriate.  The health of the people who 
volunteered to live here for, I don't know how long, began to improve.  They became 
happier, healthier.  The conclusion was that the brain recharged, (don't remember the 
scientific term) itself and the change was reflected in their bodies and states of mind.  I 
wish I could find the actual story again.  Most interesting. 
 
It has also been said that listening to music of your youth has the same affect on a 
person.  I remember when I used to walk every day after work, listening to "my" music, 
caused me to literally dance down the street.  That must have been a sight and I 
wonder what people thought when they saw me doing The Stroll or The Hop past their 
houses.  Arthritis just plain prevents one from doing a lot of old favorite activities.  But, 
one day recently, I put Pandora on my computer, playing those great songs and found 
myself dancing, really dancing around the house!  How exhilarating!  Hmmmm.  I need 
to do that more often.  Thanks for taking us on this historical journey, Harry.    
 

Well, Kathy, I no longer dance around the house, but I can sure get my 

ògroove onó sitting in my chair in front of the computer.  Right now Iõm 

listening to the Stones.  

 



 
 
 
From:  Diane Backovich ó61 

Harry,  Music, Music, MusicéBravo, Bravo, Bravo! 

 
One of my fondest memories of music was on a backpacking trip to Papua New 
Guinea.  I was traveling with two other women who had shared many other adventures 
in the past.  Why we picked New Guinea as a destination was a semi annual ñSing 
Singò that was taking place in Goroka.  As many as 40,000 warriors would gather 
together in the show area in a stomping, chanting dance that literally shook the 
earth.  Drums thundered, feathers swayed and dancing bodies glistened with paint, oils 
and pig grease.  It was like nothing else on earth. 
 
We then traveled on to the Sepik River which is one of the largest rivers in the world in 
terms of annual water flow and although it is rivaled in size by the Fly river in the south 
of the country it is far more significant as a means of communication and in terms of itôs 
cultural and artistic heritage.  The region is a center for thriving artistic skills.  We 
traveled to Madang by hitching and from there we took a basic cargo shipping freighter 
which took 18 hours mostly by night with hundreds of local people on board.   
 
They loved the video of ñRockyò which played continually at a breaking eardrum level. 
With each fight scene they would all make this clicking sound with their mouthsé  we 
are talking men with a boarôs tooth between the septum of their nose.  By the time we 
arrive in Wewak we were exhausted.  The ship only sets out long boards from the deck 
to the shore which do not reach to the shore so there will be some walking in the surf 
of the Bismarck Sea.  Wewak is the jumping off place for traveling to the Sepik River 
and hiring a local guide. The area was also high on our list to visit as the scale of the 
river, the impressive architecture of haus tambourins, the beautiful stilt villages, the 
long canoes with their crocodile-head prows, the bird life, the flower-clogged lakes, the 
misty dawns and spectacular sunsets. Once we had gathered our backpacks, put our 
boots back on then we had to navigate the very narrow boards off the ship, hoping not 
to fall into the seaé we finally made shore, very wet and tired.  It was hot to put 
it mildly as now it was a late Sunday afternoon. No one was around and as we walked 
down the dusty main road we heard live music.  We continued to follow the sound and 
as it grew louder and louder I recognized the song was Otis Reddingôs, ñMidnight 
Hourò!  We finally arrived at a lovely green park and there was the band.  They were a 
flying crew for Garuda Airlines from Australia.  They were almost as happy to see us as 
we were to see them.  There were about 30 ex-pats with their families and we stayed 
and played with them for another week, which was a boozy blur. To this day whenever 
I hear that song needless to say I remember Wewak. 
 

Damn, but you were certainly adventuresome, Diane.  Iõm not sure I 

would have taken that trip.  



 
From:  Phil Lang ó67 
Iôve been enjoying your essays on rock and roll through the decades, but wanted to 
add my take on the music of the late sixties and early seventies.  For those of us going 
to high school and college during this time period in the Bay Area, we lived in a truly 
wonderful time to have a front row seat on some of the most exciting music being 
created at the time.   
 
Vallejo, while not a hot bed of musical innovation at the time (with the exception of Sly 
and the Family Stone), was only a thirty mile drive to some of the greatest music 
venues around.  Between the Fillmore auditorium, the Avalon Ballroom, and 
Winterland, on any given weekend you could see bands like the Grateful Dead, 
Jefferson Airplane, Country Joe and the Fish, the Charlatans, Itôs a Beautiful Day, Ace 
of Cups as well as national bands which were touring the area.  When the weekend 
rolled around weôd head to the city and try to find a place to park my dadôs mammoth 
ô61 Chrysler Newport so that we could pay our money to hear 3 or 4 fantastic sets of 
music. 
 
Some of these Bay Area bands did play a little closer to home, in fact, one of the first 
times I ever saw the Grateful Dead play live, was at the Napa Town and Country 
Fairgrounds.  The Dead brought the Hellôs Angels with them for protection because the 
week before the Napa boys had beat the shit out of Country Joe and the Fish!  (Not a 
lot of appreciation in Napa for people with long hair and herbal habits.)  Some of these 
bands also played at the Dream Bowl and Vetôs Hall.  Quicksilver Messenger Service 

even played the all-night party for the 1967 VHS graduating class.  (Really ?!   Very 

cool.  They also perform ed at the Monterey   Pop Festival that year.)  

This era was truly a magical time and the Bay Area was the place everyone wanted to 
be.  We were really lucky to have been there, even though we donôt remember it!  

 

From:  Lynn Coombs HH68 

Just thoughts that your stories brought to mind: KEWB channel 91.  Johnny B was DJ 
he did a ñbattle of the bandsò at the Alabama St Vetôs Bldg and  I won 2 tickets from 
KEWB-eatles to the 1966 Candlestick Park Beatles Concert, after Iôd already bought 2, 
so I gave them to my sister and a friend.  We saw the Beatles LIVE!!! 
 
KYA, was one of my Favôs and I saw HAIR in about 1970é on Market St and I LOVE 
G & S operettas :-) 

None of what you say surprises me, Lynn, because we have lo ts in 

common.    

 



Here are some interesting facts about The Beatles last ever concert  

on August 29 1966 at San Francisco's Candlestick Park . 

1) The Beatles didn't sell out their last show. The Candlestick Park show sold 

    about 25,000 of the 42,500 seats.  

2) The Beatles were paid $90,000 and 65% of the gross. The city of San 
    Francisco took 15% of paid admissions and got 50 free tickets. Tempo 
    Productions, owned by local DJ's Tom Donahue and Bobby Mitchell, lost 
    money on the concert. 
3) The popular New York Girl Group The Ronettes were on the opening bill  

4) Bay Area radio legend "Emperor Gene Nelsonò hosted the night.   
 

I got to know Gene Nelson in 1975 when I  was producing dinner/  

theatre at  Terryõs Shandra Room.  We were doing a production of Neil 

Simonõs òStar Spangled Girl ó and , out of the blue,  I called up Gene at 

KSFO and asked him if he wanted to play the lead.  He said yes.  He 

did a nice job and we got tons of publicity from him on the air.  The 

only òfly in the ointmentó occurred during an afternoon matinee when 

we had a problem on stage and he took o f f on me  at intermission .  I 

learned later that part of that tirade was due to the fact that he and 

hi s wife (he always signed off the radio  by saying òPut on the coffee, 

Bubbles, I õm c oming home ó) had just had a major fight that morning .  

The show must go oné and it did.  Gene retired from radio and was 

living in Hawaii but recently returned and is living in San Francisco.  

 

From:  Lynda Bingham-Gregor ó62 
Thank you for letting Al Farr know  that poor little Running Bear has at least one 
fan...and I bet a lot more, if we took a poll... but let's not!  
 

Dennis and I are leaving on Tuesday for a little trip.  We are going to Istanbul to get on 
a ship that will take us to Greece, Italy, Monaco, Spain and back to Italy where we will 
get off and spend a few days in Rome.  We'll be gone about 3 weeks.  Looking forward 
to finally getting to see a little of Greece,  I hope to get back there sometime to see 
more of it.   
 

I love being reminded of all the great music we've been so lucky to have in our lives.  
The songs really do bring back great memories!!  I have to thank you again for all you 
do for all of us MU fans!  Love ya, Harry,  
 

Back atcha, Lynda.  



 
From:  Carol Shirrell-Lyons HH69 
Love the music reminders.  All we had was county fair, auto movies, church, records, 
school, and bikes growing up in the 1951-1969 era in Vallejo.  Thanks for the hard 
work, Harry. 
 

Maybe itõs all we had Carol, but it was enough. 

 
From:  Dan Danielson '57   
Man!  I never cared much for Jerry Lee Lewis, but I just watched the video of Jacob 

Tolliver suggested in the Jul 20 MU.  WOW! 

As I said, I didn't pay much attention to Jerry Lee Lewis, or his songs.  Just watching 
him standing behind the keyboard banging on the keys, left me cold.  But...after 
watching Tolliver, I really took notice of that great boogie-woogie beat.  I might have to 
do a little more listening to Lewis to see if all of his stuff was like that. 
 

Yeah, the kid is great.  

 
From: Frank Wimberly ó61 

Harry, this video contains images relevant to parts of your well-done history of the 

music of our youth:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VhX3b1h7GQw 

 

I think weõre all pretty familiar with Don McClean õs opus óAmerican 

Pie (The Day the Music Died)ó which, of course, is about Buddy Holly 

et al .  The video includes lots of images our readers might find 

interesting.  

 
From:  Dan King ó62 
 Dance Party with Dick Stewart on KPIX in your last issue brought back memories. I 
think it was on daily either 3 or 4 in the afternoon. I would watch on occasion since I 
couldn't dance and wanted to see kids who could.  
 
When I got to Chico State in ó64 I went to the first school dance. I noticed a girl who 
looked really familiar so I approached her and we started talking. Come to find out her 
name was Lynn Fassiola(sp) and she had been a regular on Dance Party. She had 
been paid a small amount on the show, makeup was a must, stylish clothes, expected 
to attend every day, to dance in a circle and smile when coming by the camera and to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VhX3b1h7GQw


dance with the same guy regular every show. She couldn't stand her partner, but they 
"looked good together". 
 
She was a great girl, really down to earth, and with Chico State about 3000 students I 
told her we may run into one another again. Never happened. 

 

Just like two ships in the night, eh Dan.  LOL.  

 
From:  Karl Jacque ó60 

The Monday Update has been amazing with the music. 
 
Cindy and I have our tickets to see the Manhattan Transfer next February in Santa 
Rosa already.  This is our fourth time catching their show.  Their founder Tim Hauser 
passed away and will be missed. You may remember their hits like "Operator",   
"Gloria",  "Candy",  "Java Jive", "Boy From New York City", "A Gal In Calico". 
 
A new singer will join the group replacing Tim. 
 

I guess that this will be the fourth incarnation of the band and for the 

first time without their founder Tim Hauser.  

 
From:  Marsha Godden-Kolina -70  
Hi Harry, I've really been enjoying your newsletter.  
 
I also grew up in a house where my parents enjoyed music, loved the the beautiful 
music of the ó40s, the big bands, Glen Miller. I grew up in the fifties and loved the music 
of the ó40s so watched a lot of old movies that featured a lot of the music that has 
already been covered. I loved hearing all the readers stories of that time.   
 
Everyone knows the best music came out of the sixties and I loved the folk music. So 
in the early ó70s I enjoyed Bob Dylan, Joan Baez (got to see her at the Greek Theater 
Berkeley) Buffy St. Marie.  
 
I remember watching a tribute to Bob Dylan on PBS in the early 90's when his voice 
was really bad (I know a lot of you are going to say when was his voice ever good) 
when my middle son Ben came into the room and would not stop laughing. Who was 
this really bad singer? My husband and I were trying to tell him how important he was 
in the ó60s, after collapsing to the floor in laughter and tears I managed to drag him off 
to his room.  But to my surprise a few years later, after he found our old collection of 
albums and asked for the old turntable, I heard the raspy voice of Bob Dylan coming 
from his room.  So in the late ó90s when Bob Dylan started touring again we went to 



see him and he was great and the kids loved the concert. So many songs my favorite 
one I think is Brown Eye Girl.  
 
I enjoy all music so many great artists Johnny Cash, Van Morrison, Stevie Wonder, 
Janis Ian, Phoebe Snow, James Taylor (I remember listening to the Sweet Baby James 
album in my apartment in San Francisco). So many memories.  I remember walking 
into Tower Records and hearing the most incredible album by Cat Stevens Tea for the 
Tillerman.  Love Ray Charles, BB King too many to mention.  One of the best things 
my husband ever did was to download all our old albums to the i phone.   

 
From:  Tiffany Manges-Herrmann HH70 
I graduated from Hogan in 1970 so the music I am most familiar with is from the 

1960ôs!  I also go back to the 1940ôs and the 1950ôs when music could be understood 

and invoked good thoughts more times than not!  

Thank you, Harry, for continuing to keep us all informed!  

 

From:  Melanie Garcia-Alvarado SV74 
Disco Baby!!! 
Bee Gees!!! Jackson 5, Kool and the Gang, Chicago, WAR, Barry Manilow and The 
Carpenters!!!  

 

From:  Juan Caducio ó62 
Greetings Harry and Classmates.  
Hope everyone is enjoying Hell's Kitchen. Down in Belize it does get just as warm but 
always we get a nice breeze during the day from the sea and a cool breeze from the 
mountains at night just a few miles away. I know that California needs rain for the 
drought you folks are having. So how are you all enjoying the perfect Englishé no 
Texting and no Creole in this message? No spell check needed so far.      
 
Now da msg from da real Juan mon------Let da spell ck bgain . Harry, Lov ur Music 
blog. Every 1's input has brought bak so many memories. I am using my Cousin Marc's 
truck wit " da Serious Radio ". Tell you its hard to leave his vehicle while listening to 
sounds of da  50's though 80's Oldies but goodies.  
 
I have such gr8 memories of the 60's blast from da Past, slow dancing , Cruising 
Georgia Street on Monday Night, Drag Racing, buying booze illegally and fighting with 
our Saints friends and Sailors after we took our dates home.  So much fun during da 
60's and livin n a less stressful time.  
 



Bak to da Musica .Some of my favorites were Marvin Gaye's ( Wonderful Juan ), 
Jackson Five ( Juan more Time ), Juan in a Million ( The Romantics ), Juan Find Day ( 
The Chiffons ), Juan of These Nights ( The Eagles ), Juan on Juan ( Hall & Oates ), 
Juan more Time ( Captain and Tennille ), Juan ????? What ???? You folks have heard 
of all these oldies right??? da Name was changed to Protect da innocent.   

 
O.K. How about Little G.T.O. (da Beach Boys.) got 
the First or Second Goat in Vallejo from Lang 
Pontiac on York St for the large sum of $3,410 and 
change. Judge made me sell it afta 6 months for 6 
speeding tickets and one engaging n a speed 
contest. Only lost my license for a year. Anyway I 
found out by listening to Music I can take a trip bak 
in time to wonderful times of Christmas Past. Thx 
again Harry .  
 
Gr8 talking to you the other day and letting me 

aware of the upcoming Picnic @ Blue Rock at the end of Sept. Count me N. Will be a 
gud weh to C some of our Classmates.  
 
Just want to mention that Coke Morrison was a very Special Person, Teacher and all 
around nice guy. He will be truly missed.   
 
Well, I was so happy to meet up with classmate Albert (Tinker ) 
Difuntorum . We go way bak from our early days going to the 
Filipino Methodist on Capitol Street, Playing Summer Intramural 
for Grant Elementary. I was da fastball pitcher, Jerry Causey my 
catcher, Tinker third, Gary Grant outfielder, Freddy Sablan 
and my cousin Cario and Lawrence Freelo,t our summer 
Counselor. We dominated the Elementary Circuit beating da 
likes of da Knott Bruddas from Stefan Manner and many others 
from other Elementary Schools who later became gud friends. 
Good Times at Ridgemont High. Yoots having innocent fun in 
Vallejo. Dem days are gone now. Shame.. I can honestly say 
Vallejo was a Great Town to grow up in.  
   
Best from da Juan mon, AKA  Ansing and Gombompa.   
 
PS. Harry mon I want, I need, I desire my Vallejo High Apache T-Shirts 
 

Sorry, Juan Moné Iõm fresh out of 2X and I donõt know when, or if, Iõll 

ever order them again.  

 



From:  Donna Wiggin-Barth ó58 
Memories of music in the mid-50ôs for me would have to include Elvis, of course, the 
Platters, and when Ritchie Valens writes and records a song about you, how could you 
not help but be a fan? 
  
After being introduced to folk music when the Kingston Trio played at our class all-night 

graduation party, I became a fan. (Seriously, the Kingston Trio played at 

your all -night party!?  Iõve never heard that before.)  I remember attending 

many parties during my time at VJC where a guitar player provided our entertainment 
and we sang along.   Then while living in San Francisco, Joan Baez concerts at USF 
were not to be missed and I think I had most of the albums for both the trio and Joan 
once I had a ñrealò job and a hi-fi which was my first piece of furniture and became a 
part of my dowry ï a thin-veneered ñmahoganyò dust collector of a cabinet which 
decorated our home for many years.    
 
I do remember that shortly before I left ñthe Cityò for suburban married life, I would see 
posters on telephone poles and sides of buildings for a group called ñThe Jefferson 
Airplaneò and wondered how such a motley looking group could even get a job per-
forming and had no desire to see them (nor any idea what a ñJefferson Airplaneò or 
who Grace Slick was!)  I remained more of a Beach Boys, Johnny Mathis, Harry Bela-
fonte, Barbra Streisand, Montovani listener for quite some time, was always loyal to 
Elvis and never really became a fan of The Beatles, etc., being much too mature for 
them.   I guess I was pretty ñsquareò when it came to music and not very 
knowledgeable.  
  
Thanks for again stirring up some long, lost memories Harry! 

 

From:  Frank Darling HH66 
Harry, have enjoyed your walk down music memory lane over the past few MUs.  I had 
memories with music but nothing like the stories and memories you have written 
about.  Most of my memories with music are much like what others have written about. 
 
I had a more recent interesting experience with music of the 30-40's.  My wife is a 
consulting geriatric nurse and she had a client who was in a skilled facility but had very 
few visitors.  She thought I should go by and talk to him every once in a while.  She 
had told me he was a drummer of some kind but didn't know much more than that.  He 
was then about 85 (since deceased) and no longer playing drums.  In fact, he couldn't 
hear much from all the drumming he did over the years and because of that had a hard 
time hearing and talking so we wrote everything out on a white board.  His name was 
Fred Vinson.  I have tried to find things on the internet about him but nothing turned up. 
 
I visited him every week for a short time asking him questions about his drumming 
years.  I had no idea he had such deep experience.  Without going in to a lot of detail, 



he was Jimmy Dorsey's, Tommy Dorsey's, and Stan Kenton's drummer at one time or 
another.  He wanted to work for Artie Shaw but never made it into his band.  He was 
good friends with Louis Bellson (Pearl Bailey's husband) and they worked many of the 
early TV shows that had live bands.  He reminded me that most of the early TV shows 
had live bands which I didn't remember.  He and Louis were in Red Skelton's band and 
they alternated weeks as they both lived in the Bay Area.  He knew or met all of the old 
crooners, band leaders, and many of the musicians who went on to fame... Glenn 
Miller, etc.  He dated Doris Day for a while.  He told me about dance halls in Chicago, 
New York and the East Bay, many I never heard about before.  He played them all.  I 
guess Emeryville was an unregulated, unincorporated city and lots went on there... 
pretty wide open place.  He played ñundergroundò there.  During WWII he was in the 
traveling US Army band and later he was in the 49ers band at Kezar.  He told me that 
over the years he had met Gene Krupa and Buddy Rich.  He loved music and had a 
ball while it was happening.  Moral to the story... you just never know when you are 
going to unlock a goldmine of old memories. 
 
Couple of more music memories.   
 
I ran into Wolfman Jack one time on the Golden Gate Bridge.  He had a driver and they 
were just checking the bridge out circa 1982 or so.  I said hi to him and he said ñhey 
man, what's happening?ô  in his gruff Wolfman voice.  I had a customer with me from 
Chicago, was showing him the GG Bridge, and I told him that was Wolfman Jack.  The 
customer was about 5 years younger than me... and didn't know the Wolfman.  Too 
bad.  I used to listen to Wolfman in the late night... he was a character on the air but as 
I understood he was a good guy, kind-hearted.  Not sure where his show emanated, 
Mexican border? 
 
Another interesting story to me regarding the Philadelphia music scene:  I have a good 
friend in Philadelphia who usually buys a big auction item when going to an auction 
event.  He bought a round of golf in the last 3-5 years with Bobby Rydell and Don 
Cannon (who was a famous pop disc jockey in Philly when I lived there late ó80s). They 
had the golf date scheduled but Bobby had to back out because he was in an accident 
with his Rolls and got a DUI.  My friend never followed up on the golf outing and 
neither did Bobby.  Don Cannon has since passed on but once I was on a flight from 
Philly to Buffalo and Don came onto the plane and the only seat left was next to me.  I 
had no idea who he was at the time.  We had a nice hour conversation. He told me that 
he got started with the rest of the South Philly guys (Rydell, Fabian, Vinton, et.al) but 
his group just didn't make it big so he became a disc jockey.  It sounded like it was a 
real uphill struggle for he and his group.  He had a good career on radio as a disc 
jockey and had a popular show until he retired.  I think he and Bobby Rydell did a lot of 
hanging out at the Country Club together close to where I lived.  Don's passion was 
golf.  I think Bobby is still around, going strong for his age.  Shows you there are a lot 
of casualties in show business.  Very few make it. 
 



Great storiesé thanks for sharing.  Yes, the Wolfman, for a period of 

time broadcast from XERB in Mexic o but eventually came back to the 

states.  

 

From:  Les Bates ó58 
Just a couple of little follow-ups on the music theme. 
 
I can't agree that the Rolling Stones are the greatest R & R Band of all time, although I 
can't really say who might even be considered the greatest.  I will say that the 
Stones are about the ugliest group ever; even uglier than ZZ Top or Kiss, both of 
whom had the benefit of disguises.  The Stones did have a couple of early hits worthy 
of mention.  ñAs Tears Go Byò (written by them for Marianne Faithful) and 
ñSatisfactionò.  I consider the last song one of the greatest R  & R songs of all 
time.   You never hear anyone play that song even halfway decent as the original, not 

even the Stones. (Come again??)  

 
As far as celebrity singers/entertainers visiting Vallejo, at our high school all night party 
in 1958 at the Memorial Auditorium we had the Kingston Trio.  Earlier in the year, they 
recorded their Grammy winning album, and it was released the same month they 

appeared in Vallejo.  (Thatõs amazing!)   They would become unaffordable after 

that.  Does anyone from 1958 remember the other entertainers that were at the all-
night show? 
 
Thanks for listening. 
 

Okay, the Stones may  be ugly but their music makes them beautiful.   

ROCK ôNõ ROLL, BABY! 

 

From:  Tom Minero ó71 
During graduation year 1970-71, Creedence Clearwater Revival released the album, 
Cosmo's Factory. On it, was a song called "Run Through the Jungle". I remember on 
Grad Night after the festivities at Corbus Field, there was a plan for all the Seniors to 
meet up at the Auto Movies for our own impromptu party. If I remember correctly, I 
don't think there was All Night Party organized for our class that year at Dan Foley 
Cultural Center, like there was for previous graduating classes. This was to be our 
VHS sendoff party.  
 
Whenever I hear ñRun Through the Jungleò, which is one the best CCR songs in 
IMHO, I immediately recall that night because when it finally got dark everyone in the 
place was moving from car to car, aisle to aisle. Some of us would get tangled in the 
car speaker cords that were hanging in the windows of those who actually came to see 



the movies. Stereos were playing, and when RTTJ came on, you actually felt like you 
were in a jungle of people, cars, and speaker wires, while tripping over or kicking 
bottles and cans. You didn't know who you were approaching until you were about 3 
feet away from them. This went on until about 1:30 a.m. when the final feature ended, 
although it took about 30-45 minutes afterward for everybody to clear out of the place. I 
think it easily could have gone on until dawn. You could hear tires crunching cans, 
bottles, and trash as people drove out.  
 
It was exciting to see classmates who were generally low-key and conservative in 
school, losing their inhibitions and being their true selves. I remember laughing, talking, 
and partying with guys and girls who I barely knew or paid attention to in school, and 
vice versa. I left for military basic training 2 weeks later, hoping that there would be no 
re-deployment of troops to the REAL jungle in SE Asia. A great memory! 

 

 
    Contributed by Donna Wiggin-Barth ó58 

This ônõ that: 

 

Very Disturbing News  

Every on ce in a while youõll hear some news which defies believability 

be cause it is so unexpected and  impr obable.   

 

Frank Mixon õ61, quite possibly the best basketball 

player to emerge from Vallejo and a true class act 

in every sense of the word, has lung canc er,  is in 

very bad shape and under hospice care at his 

home in Stockton.   I recently receive this sa d 

epistle from Frankõs friend and classmate, Kay. 

 

From:  Kay Ashlock-Lewis ó61 
Frank Mixon has lung cancer and hospice and his family is taking excellent care of 
him.  I heard it happened quickly ï believe he ignored some signs. i.e. shortness of 
breath.   Frank didnôt smoke ï doesnôt seem fair 



This is from Bill Himes email ï 

Clyde Stephens lives across the street from Frank and he called Frank's wife 
Gloria and she thought that was a great idea (to post it in the MU). Clyde wasn't 
sure how much time Frank has left so ask Harry to get it in this week's edition, if 
possible.   

Dave Plump finally called yesterday after he visited Frank along with Skillman and 
Sid Nicholas.   He said Frank looked pretty good, lost some weight, had a strong 
handshake and his voice was about the same as usual.  

 
Bill did talk to him the other day ï so Frank is taking calls. 
 
If you want to send Frank a ñthinking of you cardò his address is  

10750 Hollow Tree Lane 
Stockton, CA  95209.   

 
As Billy Himes says ñMiracles Happen.ò 

 

Iõve known Frank ever since high school days and 

like and admire  him for the kind of man heõs always 

been.  Frank has always been friendly and outgoing 

and  has a reputation for sartorial splendor.  I alw ays 

looked forward to seeing him at events such as the 

Vallejo Sports Hall of Fame just to see 

what he was w earing.  He was usually 

with his  best fri end , classmate,  and 

former teammate Dave Plump  ô61, who 

also dresses  very wellé but  is no match 

for òthe Mixó.  

 

Frank and Kay                                                     

 

Frank is a much beloved member of our Vallejo 

Community and we are praying for the best 

possible outcome.  As we learn more, weõll 

continue to keep you informed.  

 

. . .  

 

mailto:usual.@comcast.net


Rest in Peac e, Coke  

On  Friday, Coke Morrison, a well respected , long time Vallejo Educ ator 

was laid to rest at Skyview Cemete ry in Vallejo.   About 50, old -time 

Vallejoans, attended the 

sho rt ceremony, to say 

their final goodbyes to 

the well -liked coach.  

Many in atte ndance had 

been coached or mentor -

ed by Coke in their youth.  

 

 

 

 

Marilyn Smith -Ifland SV  &  

Lynn Peters -Ancheta HH 64  

 

Bobby Campo ô59 &  

Bob Mansfield õ56 

  

Frank Milo  ô58,  

Jack  Renfro õ50   

&  Jim M arsh ô72 

 

Others in attendance that I recognized 

were Pa uline Dennis -Bunter õ62, Russ 

Sturgeon ô59, Dale Welch, Mallory 

Martinez õ61, Pat Renfro, and Bill Sweitzer  õ61. 

. . . 

 

We are quickly approaching òReunion Season.ó  Donõt miss 

outé to see if your high school class is having a reunion or 

get together this year check out the MU Calendar and the 

Reunion section.  



. . . 
 

Monday Update Picnic at Blue Rock Springs  

Letõs do it!  Why not?  Thereõs seems to be sufficient  interes t in 

getting together for a Monday Update Readers P icnic  and guests.   

 

Weõre going to go with Thursday, Sept. 24   arriving at noon.   Because 

itõs on a weekday there will be no parking fee charged at the gate.  

Steve Bleamel and I will provide the briquettes for the BBQ pits and 

everyone should pack their own picnic lunch and choice of beverage  

(as long as the òchoice of beverageó is not in the form of alcohol  

which is not allowed in the Park.   Seriously. ) 

 

If you have a classic car or hot rod, you are encouraged to bring it to 

add some of that good olõ 19 50s -ô60s ambiance to the event. 

 

It woul d be good to know how many people to expect so, if you think 

about it, email an RSVP to me (harrydiavatis@aol.com)  

. . . 

 
Contributed by Steve Cotter ó62 

 
 

The Mail Bag  
 

From:  Roger Wilson ó61 
Hi HarryFound the story about Juanita interesting, here is 

another interesting fact.  While working at Solano SO I got to 

meet Juanita many times.  I was working the Civil division 

and serving writs on businesses for monies owed. 

When she open the Restaurant at the Casa de Vallejo, she 



had a lot of bills follow her from Fetters Hot Springs in Sonoma which burnt down.  
What I would do is place a person (keeper) in the restaurant to make sure any money 
that came in would stay there. His job was to make sure all the meals were paid . I put 
in many keepers. One day I came back to see how things was going and found my 
keeper clearing tables. One of Juanitaôs waitresses didnôt come in, so she told him ñyou 
are going to be here you can clear tables.ò  I told him he didnôt have to do that. But he 
said it made the time go faster and he was watching the register.  At the end of the day 
I would come and get the money and she would give my keeper a prime rib (which she 
was famous for) or a couple of steaks to take home. 
 
Another story:  She and her mother lived in a little house at the top of Georgia St. 
andshe would walk to the Casa de Vallejo.  If she saw me driving down the street she 
would whistle and holler ñWilson get back here and give me a ride.ò  So if I saw her 
walking I would find the closest side street and disappear. She caught me 3 times 
though. She was a great gal and a people personé she told it like it was.  My wife and 
I went and had dinner at the Casa de Vallejo.  She was sitting at the door and as I walk 
in, there were a few people talking to her and she yells out ñWILSON WHAT THE 
 
HELL  ARE YOU DOING HERE THIS 
TIME OF DAYò  and started laughing.  I 
told her came for dinner. OK go have a 
seat she told me.  And yes  I paid for my 
dinner and she signed the picture 
enclosed to me and my wife.  
  

Great story about a great 

character that we were fortune -

ate to rub elbows with.   (She 

sure filled up a tub, though.)  

 

  . . . 
 
From:  Glenn Dyson ó66 

As always, Harry, thanks for a great MU.   
 
I continue to be amazed by the beauty of your garden. My wife and I try and try to grow 
tomatoes each year and are rewarded with disappointment each year as we harvest 
almost nothing. This year just 2 tomatoes and the birds got one of them. The plants in 
themselves are beautiful, just nothing though to show for our efforts. We did have 
some success with her Okra.  The plants are spectacular and just now starting to bear 
fruit. My wife also grew a plant that develops a vegetable that looks like a lemon 
cucumber, shaped like a green striped egg, with some fairly firm, roundish, brownish 



seeds. It does taste like a cuke, but she only knows the Brazilian name for it. So that is 
the extent of our garden. I am so very disappointed. 
 
I have to laugh at you, now you know how I feel at 67 with a 16 year old son. Although, 
it is fun, with all the baseball and soccer games he plays, fighting with him about his 
school work, harassing him about his hair and his sartorial style, and really missing him 
very terribly this summer as he is in Nevada until Aug. 22nd. We just plain miss him, a 
lot! 
 
I am also concerned going forward as I believe I will be having cataract surgery within 
the next 2 - 3 years. I certainly don't want any residual issues, after all as you well 
know, our sight is our greatest sense. So... I shall cross that bridge when I come to it. 
 
I wish you and Sally only the very best. I hope the re-mod gets done soon. By the way, 
I am in final negotiations for a 1966 Cadillac Fleetwood Brougham.  A "tuna boat" so to 
speak!  In perfect condition, less than 20K miles.  As I may have said before, I am 
someone who loves to "play," so...I am not going to totally modify this car, but I will put 
disc brakes on all 4 corners, a new and superior air ride system, and convert the 
interior from a combo leather/fabric to an all leather with the same style.  Also replace 
the carpets with a better grade of black.  The paint (white) and vinyl top (black) are in 
perfect condition as is all the chrome. The car also sports wire wheels. Now for the 
kicker... since I love hot rods, I am going to then paint some black pearl ghost flames 
on the front end, probably as far back as the mid-line of the front doors. I'll send some 
pics when done. Me in my Panama, a cigar, and my Brazilian wifeé maybe I'll let my 
son be the driver and my wife and I will sit in the back! 
 

Sounds like a plan, Glenn.   Now as far as your tomato plants.  It 

almost sounds as if you fed the plants something like Miracle Grow.  If 

you did, all youõll get is lots of pretty foliage and not many tomatoes.  

The best thing to feed tomatoes is Bone Meal and Blood Meal, 

available at any garden shop.  My tomatoes are going great guns.   

. . . 
 

From:  Suzie Schmutz ó59 
I want to thank all of you who have given to my swim.  This old gal turned 74 years of 
age yesterday and I'm just glad to still be mooooving. 
 
Also, some of you know how much of a cat lover I am and it is with great sadness that I 
have had another cat of mine pass away late last night.  He went to sleep with me and 
was a wonderful gray and white stray who showed up at my home in April of 2002.  He 
was an adult and I was able to work him into my home.  When I woke up this morning, 
he had crawled under my bed and had passed away.  I took his remains to my vet this 



morning to have him cremated as I want his ashes buried with me some day.  I hope 
you will all understand how much I can love these 4 legged furry ones. 

 

Sorry for your loss, Suzie.  Next stop, Rainbow Bridge.  

. . . 
 
From:  Barry Fredenburg HH65 
Would you please post this announcement about the Hogan High class of ô65 Fifty 
Year Reunion in the proper place in the next issue of the MU? Thank you very much 
 

You Spartans can find the info in the Reunion section of this MU.  

. . . 
 
From:  Dave Clement SV60 
Harry, my father used to tell me "Son, it is 
better to keep your mouth closed and be 
thought a fool, than it is to open it and 
remove all doubt." I, of course, frequently 
ignored his admonition and did, in fact, 
remove all doubt on many occasions.  

I saw this and would have shared it with dad, 
but now I am sharing it with you. It is for laughs, and not to be taken personally. 

Youõre dad was a wise man.  My problem, throughout my life, has been 

the inability to òkeep my mouth shut,ó and often, especially in high 

school, would get me in trouble.  Sometimes it still does, as I was 

recently admoni shed by one of our readers , for a quip .  Oh, wellé 

. . . 
 
From:  Beth Coll SV65 
Dear Harry, please add the St. Vincentôs Class of ô65 FIFTY YEAR REUNION info on 
your site.  We also invite former grammar school classmates and friends to attend-just 
e-mail svfclassof65@gmail.com.  Weôve had lot of interest from both these groups. 
 
Thanks for giving us this opportunity.  Really enjoy your newsletter.   
 

Thanks, Bethé your reunion flier is in the Reunion Section of this MU.  

 

. . . 
 

mailto:svfclassof65@gmail.com


From:  Chris Leonard HH66 
At first glance, this poem seems like 
something a mopey, angst-ridden teen would 
write. But when you read it from the bottom 
up, it suddenly becomes very inspirational. I 
wish someone had shown this to me when I 
was a mopey, angst-ridden teen. I might 
have learned an important lesson about 
perspective.  
 
Nobody knows who posted this poem inside 
a London bar. Ronnie Joice just saw it  
and put in on Twitter, where it quickly went 
viral. But nothing stays secret on the Internet 
for long, and the origins of the poem were 
quickly discovered. 
 
As it turns out, it was written by a teenager: 
Chanie Gorkin, an 11th grader from 
Brooklyn, NY. The original was found on 
poetrynation.com. We may never know how 
an American high schooler's poem wound up 
on the wall of a London bar, but it's a good thing it did. A lot of people around the world 
had their day brightened by it, including me. And I'm still pretty angsty. 
 

Very cleverly put togetheré and only an 11
th

 grader, eh?  

. . . 
 
From:  Nick Razes ó56 
Bob Davis would have been in my 1956 class. But his parents moved to Napa that 
year, and he didn't finish at Vallejo High. He was in my old car clubs "Road Idlers" and 
the "Slicks of Vallejo" 

 
This is Bobôs new 

project:  ó66 Mustang 
coupe, billet grille 

 
Stroker engine, MSD, 
headers, aluminum 
radiator,  
 

Bob got a real good deal on the car. Lots of little stuff to fix, but it will be really cool 
when done. 

 


