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Hello Classmates, Schoolmates and Friends:   
 

In this edition:  Ron Beckmeyer ó62, Dick Christensen ô65, Bill Clarke ô55, Ron Collins 

ô60, Paul Cullen SV61, Orilda Damian-Concepcion ô58, Glenn Dyson ó66, Elle 
Fernandez ô98, Howard Fitzpatrick ô61, Beverly Haavisto ô56, Sam Hutkins SV64, Pat 
Graboyes-Innes ô70, Brenda ñBJò Johnson-Green ó64, Phil Jordan HH63, Jimmy 
Manner ô61, Roberta McCapes-Cotter ô68, John Mottoros, Jim Porterfield ô55, Rick 
Silveira ô64, Marilyn Van Olst-Hinton ô50, Jon Warn ó58, Dalt Williams ô51, Yvonne 
Yates-Grate ó50, Robert L. Young ô60, and Bill Zundel ô66. 
 

HH = Hogan HS     SV = St. Vincentôs HS     SP = St. Patrickôs HS     FF = Former Faculty      
G = Guest   VJC = Vallejo JC    SCC = Solano Community College 

Year Only (ie: ô60) = Vallejo High School 
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This ônõ That 

 

A veritable Whoôs Who of Vallejo gathered at the 
Last Chance Garage in Benicia on Saturday to 
honor the man of the hour Russell Parker Taft ó44 
who  turned 90 years old on April 8. 
 
Scores of people showed up.  Thatôs Betty Taft 
wearing the white coat in the left foreground. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Taft boys, Russ and Bob   
Spared no expense in putting 
on a great spread for their dad. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Even hizzoner da  
mayor, Osby Davis   
ô63, came by to pay   
his respects. 
 

 

Helen Ioakimides ó51 and  

Gloria Pontarolo-Taft ó66 

 

 

L-R: Arlene Passini ô54,  (her 

date Richard), Charlene Hahn-

Moelk ó58, Judge Jim Moelk 

SV54. 

 

 

 

Cathy Giant-Azevedo ô55  

and the ñBirthday Boy.ò 

 

 

 

 

Bob Taft ó76 and the family  

take a great deal of pride  

in their collection of beautiful  

classic automobiles which were 

on display. 

 

 

 

 



 

Have you ever noticed how 
attorneys seem to travel in 
a pack?  (L-R) Mike 
Ioakimedes ó47, Charlie 
Gianola ó50, Larry 
Bertoncini ó67, and Jack 
Burstein 

 

 

ñWhoõs dat walkinõ in dese woodsé?ó 

 

 

 

 

 

Two of my favorite people,  

Rachel and Lou Orantes 

 

 

 

Brother Frank Taft ó51 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

Dennis Yen ó63, Elaine and 

Ned Coombs ó65 

 

 

 



 

L-R: Arlene Passini ó54,  

Jim Syar ó65, Arlene ñAlexò 

Richardson ó54, Tony Irwin  

and Sue Syar  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Russ Taft ó76 signals that itôs  

time to sing the Birthday Song 

 

. 

 

And Parker gets a birthday ñbussò 

from Dee Maddox 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gloria with grandson Tony Taft 

 

And finally, hereôs  

Parker with his great  

granddaughter Camryn Taft, age 13 and a beauty. 

 

All in all it was a grand afternoon and I canôt wait to 

celebrate Parkerôs 100th BD. 

. . . 


