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Hello Classmates, Schoolmates and Friends:   
 

In this edition:  Nestor Aliga ô74, Eileen Bell-Thompson HH64, Ron Collins ô60, Jerry 

Cook ô58, Carol Egidio-Murray ô63, John Fischer HH66, Howard Fitzpatrick ô61, James 

Hunt Jr.-G, Brenda ñBJò Johnson-Green ô64, David Lawson ô88, Vicki Leonard-Arns ô61, 

Don McDermott ô48, Rosie Nolan-Malito ô61, Marilyn Phillips-Albro ô70, Louis Popoloski 

ô60, Ron Reece HH66, Connie Rodrigo-Stall ô52, Mary Ann Shugar-Healy ô62, Henry 

Sun-G, Linda Tholmer-Anderson ô62, Jenevieve Wallestad-Schilling '53. and Tom 

Weyerts ô66. 

HH = Hogan HS     SV = St. Vincentôs HS     SP = St. Patrickôs HS     FF = Former Faculty      
G = Guest   VJC = Vallejo JC    SCC = Solano Community College 

Year Only (ie: ô60) = Vallejo High School 
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This ônõ That 

 
Class of ô52 Apaches Gather for Reunion 
 
Thursday Night Pizza Party 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Juanita and Tom Sullivan    Peter and Olivia Garcia-           Mary and Jerry Annoni 
                                             Leveque 

   
Janet Brown-Shipley, Janet       Ed Mayfield &Joan Wright-Mayfield    Dollie Brantley- 
Wright-Mellon & Frances                                                                        Mercedes 
Hitchcock-Threewit                                                                          



   
Dorothy Symes-Choy              Elaine Oertel-Marks       Julian Anabo & Gareth Trudeau- 
Glenn & Gwen Tilton               and Tom Marks               Robison 
 

   
Helen Anabo-Wardlaw &        Peter Leveque & Jim Davis       Janet (Wright) & Floyd 
Carrie Hammond-Anabo                                                           Mellon 
                                                          
The Dinner Party on Saturday Night 

  
Joan (Wright) &  Ed Mayfield, Nancy Gill-Inman,     Helen Anabo-Wardlaw and John  
and John Prange                                                      Kalamaras 

 
Jake & Helen Catado                                  Tom & Sueva Terry 



Saturday Morning Cruise  was Cancelle d 

 

Standing at ñKò dock awaiting our 
Cruise, which we learned was 
cancelled due to windy conditions 
 
L-R: Janet Oline-Landers, Kay 
Koppen-Burns, Don & Jen Schilling, 
Helen Kulmus-Zajac, Barbara & 
Julian Anabo 
 
 
So in lieu of the cruise we gathered 
for lunch at the Sardine Can -  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                        Lea & Helen Zajac,& Janet Oline-Landers 
Kaye Koppen-Burns, Don & Jen Schililng 

 

Pictures provided by Helen Kulmus-Zajac 

Weõll be running more photos from the õ52 Reunion in next weekõs MU. 

. . .  

 

The Tangled Web  

 

It is to the great benefit to the citizens and youth  of Vallejo to 

continue to expose Vallejo Superintendent Ramona Bishop for what 

sh e is, and the damage she is inflicting on Vallejo schools, until she 

steps down, or until we elect a new School Board which can 

terminate (and buy out if necessary) her contract.  



 

Ramona, I know that you eith er read the MU or someone spoon -feeds 

it to you, so why donõt you do the right thing and step aside in the 

interest of our public schools.  The citizens of Vallejo  have  caught on 

to your òsmoke and mirrorsó approach to educationé canõt you see 

that?   There is a ground -swell for change and itõs growing daily.  

 
From:  Howard Fitzpatrick ó61 
I thought that what Dr. Bishop did to the adult school was the ultimate low.  Boy, was I 
wrong.  When she came to the district she told me she knew nothing about adult 
schools because she had never been in a district that had one.  She didnôt take long to 
figure out that she wanted RID of the adult school so she could divert the money and 
attention to the REAL purpose of the district, The kids.  She explained to us that art, 
music and physical education were ñrecreationò for older adults, not education.  Funny 
how they are education for high school but recreation for lifetime learners who are 
paying the taxes to fund the schools in addition to paying fees for the classes and 
programs they utilized.  Worst of all, she got rid of the STARS respite program for 
dementia and Alzheimerôs sufferers and their families, along with the associated 
programs and classes for training and licensing care givers, memory booster classes, 
retrain your brain programs and all associated support for older adults, which are not 
available in the Vallejo area any longer.  These programs and classes helped literally 
hundreds pf people over the years and are the saddest of what she did to the adult 
school.   
 
Now, after seeing her performance for several years and reading how it is a conspiracy 
of staff that is the problem at Vallejo High School, I see that I was totally 
underestimating the damage she could and would do.  Worst of all, the school board, 
pre Ruscal and Burky, let it all happen. Two of them even took me aside to tell me how 
wonderful it would all turn out.  Fortunately, both of them are now gone.   
 

Howard, the role of the òGoverning Boardó is to ògovern,ó and not 

serve as lackeyõs to a Superintendent who has an agenda that no one 

can understand.  If Ubalde, Stewart and Wilson refuse to ògovernó 

then t he answer is quite simple:  get rid of them.  Stewart and Wilson 

are up for re -election (if they chose to run) this November.  We have to 

wait until 2017 to get rid of Ubalde who is probably worse than all of 

them  combined . 

 

 From:  Linda Tholmer -Anderson ô62 

 I thought that statement from Ramona would get your dander up.  The nerve of her to 
ñcall on the alumniò when she just ignored us in the past.  And to say the teachers were 



sabotaging her is just ludicrous.  The sanctions were given after members of the 
accreditation board actually visited the school and saw for themselves what was going 
on.  Then she wrote an article in the opinions of the people that amounted to 
nothing.  It just make me sick that VHS has turned into such a pit. No wonder people 
are sending their kids to charter school or private schools.  Oh, and to ñfixò things, VHS 
now has a new principal. 
 
From:  Brenda ñBJò Johnson-Green ó64  
I haven't been in the trenches since my kids got out of high school in 1993 and 1995 
and I was on campus frequently as a visual aid to my children as well as other children 
I knew, but how can we fire Ramona Bishop?  The next question is who will take her 
place? Who do we have waiting that is preferably homegrown and not an outsider? 
Burky has the guts, but who else on the school board REALLY does? 
 

Burky and Ruscal are on the opposite side of almost every vote with 

Ubalde, Stewart and Wilson who vote  as a block.  Stewart and 

Wilson's terms are up in November and we just need to get the right 

people to run.  I  think that Vallejo is fed up with the Board and 

Ramona , so if we back the right people and gain a majority on the 

board Ramona will have to watch her P's and Q's a nd probably won't 

last long.  

 
Brenda:  What is the procedure for getting rid of a Superintendent?  Have we ever 
lived it here in Vallejo in our time?  I don't think so.  The problem is getting the right 
people to run and it's getting mighty late. 
 

I believe if you can get the votes on the school board you can 

terminate the superintendent but if they  have a multi -year contract, 

you have to buy them out.  It's not too late... everything is beginnin g 

to happen right about now.  

 
Brenda:  I vaguely remember a buyout, but it wasn't in Vallejo, was it? Do you know 
who is running for the school board that is not a Bishop bootlicker? Ms. Bishop has no 
concept of what Vallejo really has been in the past and can be again without her and 
our engineering the process through which we can get our City's schools back. We had 
excellence once and we can have it again. If you don't have the schools and the 
children and their parents, you don't have a viable City.  

 

Amen, Brenda, Amené 

 

Perhaps you didnõt care for the definition of òhypocrisyó in the last  



 MU , as it relates to Ramona Bishop .  Maybe youõll like a different  

term which I feel equally applies:   

 
 

chutz·pah 
ḧ͂ootspᴅ,̈͂KHootspᴅ/ 

 
Noun informal 

1. shameless audacity; impudence. audacity,  
cheek, guts, nerve, boldness, temerity 

"it took a lot of chutzpah for her to blame 

Vallejoôs teachers for her own inadequacy. 

 

People are now attacking  Ramona Bishop from all sides 

just as  a piranha attack s fresh meat .  Hereõs the 

latesté 

 

Family of slain student sues Vallejo school district, 
superintendent for negligence 

 
By John Glidden,  
Vallejo Times-Herald 
05/10/16,  

 

 

 
 

 
Ramona Bishop  

 
The family of a slain Jesse Bethel High School student is suing the Vallejo school 
district and Superintendent Ramona Bishop for wrongful death and negligence. 
Kenneth Maxwell ñMaxò Rusk, 17, was shot to death May 2015 on a trail which runs 
along the side of the high school. Two teenagers were arrested in connection to the 
killing. 
 
In documents filled in the Solano County Superior Court on Monday, Ruskôs parents, 
Jaime Rusk and James Busch, claim the negligence of Bishop and Jesse Bethel 
Principal Linda Kingston led to Ruskôs death. 
 

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1AVNC_enUS606US606&espv=2&biw=768&bih=335&q=define+audacity&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiqlaHCgtDMAhUG-mMKHW2SAd8Q_SoIHjAA
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1AVNC_enUS606US606&espv=2&biw=768&bih=335&q=define+cheek&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiqlaHCgtDMAhUG-mMKHW2SAd8Q_SoIHzAA
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1AVNC_enUS606US606&espv=2&biw=768&bih=335&q=define+nerve&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiqlaHCgtDMAhUG-mMKHW2SAd8Q_SoIIDAA
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1AVNC_enUS606US606&espv=2&biw=768&bih=335&q=define+temerity&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiqlaHCgtDMAhUG-mMKHW2SAd8Q_SoIITAA
http://www.timesheraldonline.com/social-affairs/20160510/family-of-slain-student-sues-vallejo-school-district-superintendent-for-negligence#author1


Ruskôs parents contend an armed robbery, which took place on the campus a day 
before Rusk was shot and killed, should have been reported to students and parents. 
 
ñThere was no lockdown of the campus, email, announcement, or phone call of any 
sort to the students and parents,ò the suit states. ñThe armed robbery was, 
unfortunately, just one incident in a long series of violent acts that the district has done 
little to stop, even failing to tell students and parents when major crimes have been 
committed and danger remains.ò 
 
The suit alleges that Zachary Kroll, who has been charged with Ruskôs murder, entered 
the high school campus and robbed three students. 
 
The suit also claims that one of the students robbed was ñchastisedò by the high school 
administration ñfor calling the police and not talking to them first.ò 
 
ñAfter the victim finished reporting to the police, the student victim was taken to the 
administratorôs office and chastised again for reporting to the police,ò according to the 
suit. 
 
In addition, the suit says the schoolôs surveillance cameras ñwere not repaired or 
upgraded.ò 
 
ñApparently, the school had cameras, but they were not functioning on the day of the 
armed robbery,ò the suit states. Kroll allegedly entered the school the day after the 
robbery and using the same weapon, shot Rusk in the head, killing him, Ruskôs parents 
said. 
 
District officials have previously argued that the trail where Rusk was shot is not part of 
the high school, while his family disagrees. 
 
In an email Tuesday, Bishop said the district has not had an opportunity to closely 
review the lawsuit ñwhich arises out of a tragic event.ò 
 
ñHowever, we will carefully look at the allegations in the lawsuit and work with our legal 
counsel, so I will not comment further on the lawsuit,ò she wrote. 
 
Bishop added that the district is ñcommitted to ensuring our students and staff are safe 
on our campuses.ò 
 
The family is seeking compensation, including all funeral expenses, cost of the suit, 
and loss of the decedentôs love, companionship, care and support. 
 
The family is also seeking a jury trial. 

. . . 



 
This next article was carried by KRON -TV  a year ago and shows the 

arrogance displayed by Ramona Bishop  following the murder  of Max 

Rusk . 

 

Vallejo mom goes to confront school district about school safety 

By Annie Andersen 
May 22, 2015,  

 
VALLEJO (KRON) ð In 2012, LaDonna Williamôs young daughter was severely beaten 
by students at a Vallejo Middle, and it was all caught on video. 

 

Williams is in the midst of a civil lawsuit against the Vallejo Unified School District for 
what happened to her daughter, who says she has lingering affects from the incident. 

With the death of 17-year-old Max Rusk last Thursday, Williams wants something done 
about the safety in Vallejo schools. 

 

Rusk was killed on a trail adjacent to Jesse Bethel High School in Vallejo. 

 

Ruskôs parents, along with KRON 4, have tried to talk to Vallejo City Union 
School District superintendent, Dr. Ramona Bishop, but havenôt been successful 
since Bishop has refused to answer parentôs concerns regarding school safety. 

 

Williams wasnôt happy with that, and decided to make an impromptu visit to the district 
office. 

 

When she got there, Williams was told that Bishop wasnôt in the office, but would be 
back around 2 p.m. 

 

Williams signed in and sat down to wait for Bishop to return.  Just a few minutes later, 
an administrative assistant told Williams that Bishop would not be returning to the office 
any time on Friday, and would not be able to meet with her. 

 

That means, that once again, Dr. Bishop was not available to hear the concerns of 
a parent regarding the safety of students. That was upsetting for Williams who 
wants to ensure that no other students suffer the same fate as her daughter or Rusk. 

. . . 

After trying to reach Bishop for a week KRON finally sent a reporter and a 
camera crew to a School Board meeting to get some answers, and hereôs the 
resulté 

http://kron4.com/author/annie-andersen/


VALLEJO (KRON) ð During a the Vallejo School Boardôs 
meeting Wednesday, several concerned parents voiced 
concerns over the safety and security at Jesse Bethel High 
School. 

Vallejo School Board superintendent Dr. Ramona Bishop 
didnôt have much to say as a response. In fact, she didnôt say 
anything, refusing to answer questions about possible 
security concerns at the high school.  

Reporter Scott Rates from KRON repeate dly asked her to respond . 

 

 ñDo you have anything to say about security at Jesse Bethel to the parents 
out there that are concerned right now. (silence) Do you want to address 
their concerns at all? (More silence) They have serious security concerns.  
Do you have anything to say to the parents?ò  (ongoing silence) 

She completely ignored him , as if he wasnõt even present, and finally  

got up and walked away without as much as a glance in his direction.   

Talk about arrogance!  

Hereõs a well thought -out letter that appear ed in the Times Herald on 

Friday fr om a school teacher in Vallejo.  

Henry Sun: Think it over, Dr. Bishop  
 05/13/16,  
 

An open letter to Dr. Bishop and the VCUSD Board of Trustees:  
 
Dear colleagues: 
I read with interest, and dismay, the two recent articles in the Times-Herald about the 
accreditation status of Vallejo High School. Let me preface my remarks by confirming 
publicly that while I am a teacher in this district, I do not teach at Vallejo High School, 
and that I was not at the board meeting at which Dr. Bishop is quoted as accusing 
some teachers and staff of ñactive(ly) sabotagingò the accreditation visit. 
 
Dr. Bishop, I can only imagine the difficulties you face in leading our school district in 
the midst of competing interests, priorities, and levels of support from our constituen-
cies. Plus, I can only imagine how disappointing the WASC report must have been 
when it was first received, and Iôm sure it was equally disappointing for our colleagues 
at VHS. 
 
Nonetheless, I also hope that in the light of hindsight you understand how damaging 
your comments are to the relationship between the school district and its teachers ð 



all of its teachers. Now that you have publicly castigated the teachers and staff at one 
school, what is to prevent you from publicly castigating the teachers and staff at 
another school? 
 
In addition, I hope you also understand how much more difficult future bargaining 
processes will be. At their best, negotiations take place in a trustful environment of give 
and take, and we saw how well negotiations could go two years ago. 
 
Now, the trustful piece of that environment has been damaged, perhaps beyond repair, 
like the damage that would ensue if one spouse were to publicly accuse the other of 
infidelity. Would it be surprising if teachers would now wonder if you think that every 
shortcoming in the district is our fault? Or that weôre the only ones who should shoulder 
the blame for the districtôs inadequacies? 
 
I hope that at some point in the very near future, you will issue a ñmea culpaò for the 
comments that you are reported to have made. My fear is that if you donôt act quickly, 
lines in the sand will be hardened, trust will be difficult to earn back, and the 
relationship between the district and its teachers and staff will be significantly damaged 
for an extended period of time. 
 
Dr. Bishop, I have always enjoyed a courteous, positive, and professional relationship 
with you. Iôve welcomed you into my classroom and I have tried to hold you up as a 
role model to our young men and women at Franklin Middle School. 
 
And so it is my fervent hope that through repentance and reconciliation, a positive 
relationship will be restored and that the school district and its teachers and staff will 
stand together, hand in hand, with the one shared goal of improving outcomes and 
opportunities for our students. 
 

ð Henry Sun, Ph.D./Franklin Middle School Math Teacher 

 

Dr. Sun, I wouldnõt expect an  apology from R amona Bishop to be 

forthcoming.  For her to do so would require her to admit she  spoke 

òout of turnó.  I believe her motto just might be òNever wrong, seldom 

in doubt.ó   Please, Dr. Sun, w atch your back.  

 

And here õs yet another letter from a Vallejo High School Faculty 

Member  and VHS Grad:  

Open letter to VCUSD Posted on Facebook 



Dear VCUSD Board: 
 
On Wednesday, May 4, Dr. Bishop accused Vallejo High School of active sabotage and 
unprofessionalism in earning a two-year probationary status on its accreditation from 
the Accrediting Commission for Schools and the Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges  
 
The insult has no merit. The statement was irresponsible and is a reflection of the 
speaker rather than her defendants. 
 
How can we sabotage a process in which we are not even involved? 
 
On Wednesday, December 9, 2015, I stood before you (with Raymond Mommsen in 
Trustee Wilson's place) and told you that we had been charged the previous week with 
the impossible task of completing the WASC self-study process in six weeks' time by 
January 25th of this year. A successful WASC self-study takes 4-6 months. Bethel 
earned a six-year accreditation, but they began in September which allowed them 
ample time to complete the study and to follow the procedures properly. While the 
WASC manuals don't specifically prescribe an amount of time to complete the process, 
they are all clear on the mandated organization of the faculty to accomplish the same. 
See pages 31-35 of the ACSWASC attachment and pages Pages 51-60 of the 
SS_FOL (Self-Study Focus on Learning) training slides attached and note that we were 
required to have a faculty Leadership Team (which we didn't) and that all staff were to 
be members of department Home Groups (which we weren't) in addition to our Focus 
Groups. In failing to do this, we neglected large mandated steps of the process that 
should have resulted in the immediate revocation of our accreditation. The portion 
completed in the one grouping that we did honor, the Focus Groups, staff involvement 
was about as relevant as answering questions on Surveymonkey, as our "participation" 
was limited to rating spoon-fed "data" on a 1-4 scale. Additionally, we neglected 
another significant component of the WASC process by failing to review and update 
our Schoolwide Learning Outcomes (formerly Expected Schoolwide Learning Results) 
as a required part of the study. 
 
So on December 9, I told you that the task was impossible. I told the board that 
evening that instead of producing an incomplete and poorly-executed study that we 
ought to contact Executive Director of the Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges, Dr. Fred van Leuven, in a transparent attempt to explain our predicament 
and see if we had any other recourse given that a self-study was not feasible given the 
time frame and our circumstances. 
 
The board did not heed my advice, and the Assistant Superintendent proceeded to 
ramrod Vallejo High through a phony self-study. 
 
Now the superintendent accuses us of sabotage and unprofessionalism. 



 
I'll demonstrate how such a statement is typical of psychological projection and blame 
shifting. Our poor WASC showing could have been avoided with proper site leadership, 
but we had no principal, and the principals we did have between 2011-2015 
demonstrated poor job performance and/or lapses in ethical judgment. Why did we 
have them? Because Principal Lloyd Cartwright was fired in 2011. Cartwright had an 
ongoing WASC process in place which Dr. Bishop effectively dismantled within weeks 
of her appointment. In 2014 when WASC cited lack of evidence in addressing the 2010 
School Wide Action Plan portion of our self-study, WASC veterans like Dave Tillay and 
myself volunteered our services as Focus Group leaders to address these issues. After 
initially being approved, Principal Brown-Garcia removed us both from leadership with 
the flimsy explanation that younger teachers were desired for the positions in the name 
of "building capacity" (a vague piece of important-sounding educational jargon lacking 
any precise definition but used frequently to justify policies and decisions). 
 
The point in all of this there was no sabotage; on the contrary, teachers have been 
willing to serve on behalf of our students yet effectively barred from any meaningful 
participation. 
 
Consequently, in light of the professional insult levied by the superintendent towards 
the faculty and staff of Vallejo High School, the board should: 
 
1. Publicly censure the superintendent or pass a resolution giving a vote of no 
confidence in her leadership, if not terminating her outright. 
 
2. Immediately place control of the WASC process back in the hands of Vallejo High 
School to begin work in preparation for the 2018 visit. 
 
3. Let Vallejo High School run its own faculty meetings. District micromangement is 
untenable. 
 
We at Vallejo High know the WASC process. We enjoyed a series of multi-year 
accreditations in the decade prior to 2011. The superintendent has destroyed that and 
has proved unable in the last half-decade to replicate our prior success. Please return 
to Vallejo High the autonomy necessary for us to ensure the academic success of our 
students. 
 
David Lawson ó88 
Vallejo High School 

Hmmmé Hey Ramona, the Apaches are surrounding your wagon .  

That canõt be good. 

. . . 



The Mail Bag  
 
 

From:  Carol Egidio-Murray ó63 
Two very dear friends came to see me and they took me 
to the soft opening of the JAM winery In Napa. Tami's son, 
Richard Saal designed everything in the place. This young 
man has such incredible talent! Beyond comprehension. 
He acts just like his dad, whom I loved, and has the heart 
of his mom. His step-dad is a great guy too and they are 
family.  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Richard & mom Tami 
 
 
 Tami, Ed & Carol 
 

 
Richard has a lovely 

girlfriend.  Mom and aunt 
Carol thinks itôs time he 
settled down with this  
girl! She's adorable!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
This is Richard's window that makes you think you are 
looking in a wine bottle. Such a talent!  
 
 

Yes, Carol, Richard is an exceptional talent 

and a very nice young man.  He gave me a  tour 

of his facility a few years ago and weõve 

written about him in the past.  



 

To give our MU readers a little more insight into Richard Von Saal (he 

uses the original family name) hereõs an excerpt from a recent article 

that appeared in Haute Secrets  wri tten by Kelly E. Carter.  

       
Richard Von Saal is so darn versatile that weôre never 
quite sure whether to call this talented Napan an artist, 
designer or builder. He does it all with his Napa-based 
firm, Vonsaal design build, which he started 18 years 
ago. Oodles of wineriesðfrom Screaming Eagle to 
Alpha Omega to CADE to The Hess Collectionðhave 
hired the man who also created custom art pieces for 
the Andaz Hotel Napa and counts BottleRock Napa 
Valley, the Napa Valley Film Festival and Live in the 

Vineyard among his numerous clients. Currently working on a 22-room 
private residence in Oakville, The Corner and JaM tasting room in 
downtown Napa, Covert Estate wine cave in Coombsville AND Cultivar 
wine tasting bar in downtown San Francisco keeps him busy. 

. . . 
 

From: Jerry Cook ó58 
Kandinski did hundreds of paintings.  He was Russian, not rushing... 
 
Gee Harry, Conceptual Art not your cup of tea, eh?  Do you even like tea?  I do..and 
coffee too, heheh. 
 
Well, you know, I had thought you did not like any art at all, after hearing about your 
Mendocino visiting where you took no notice of it.  Maybe some MU readers do like 
different sorts of art though, you reckon?   
 
I went to Mendocino just to see the arts and crafts there, quite different to you!  There 
was quite a large gallery on the town entry outskirts you also probably did not notice. 
There was a little lane in town with flowers such as Lobelia and Fuchsias there, a 
beautiful garden walk, which went through an art gallery. I saw a painting there of a 
seagull in flight you could buy for 23,000.  Thatôs not my cup of tea either, as I like more 
adventure in art, but the piece did have a good feeling or spirit/soul about it. 
 
Realism has been done for a long time, and so very well by the time of the Flemish 
painters such as Jan Van Eykand& Rembrandt, through the 16th and 17th century, but 
with the camera in by the 1800's, it started to change. 
   

http://www.vonsaal.com/


Instead of going into the orchard to photographically show it, there was shift, to speak 
in a new language about how the artist felt about being there.  Egads.you could see 
the brushstrokes! 
 
By the early 1900's, Kandinsky produced the first well known Conceptual Art, which is 
entirely about feeling, not a photo.  Here are a few pics of his transition from Abstract 
Art (abstraction of known type views and objects) to Conceptual Art by him, and a 
video link showing a lot more. Artist Duchamp visually showed Einstein's Theory of 
Relativity about 10 years before he spelled it out, and Kandinsky took off right after 
that. Joan Miro' and others soon followed. 
 
To really understand art, as with many things, it takes study and learning.  Art is a 
language without words, but with soul/spirit source and connection.  Being in the 
moment is essential, a kind of meditation.  Exploring in art is a wonderful adventure, 
open to anyone who can calm down and just do it. You do not need to paint any object, 
but you do need to flow, as with handwriting. 
 
You should know ancient Greek art was magnificent as carved in stone as Bas Relief, 
sculpture, tile, and architecture, as it was with other cultures. Note the advance in 
Greece through Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian periods. It was not stagnate.  Canvas 
painting followed later as you must know.  To some of us, art is the high point of any 
culture.   
 
Maybe, for painting, you would prefer a portrait of a big fat lumpy tomato, or of 
something about football.  Actually, a chalkboard drawing of a complicated play is a bit 
like Conceptual Arté different parts interlocked to the same play.  With Conceptual Art, 
you can start with one color, see that shape, and then another color, etc, to see the 
overall play together. It can get very complicated.  
 
Maybe what many would like to see, including myself, is a realism painting of the 
current Vallejo School Board at their Last Supper!  Sounds like VSHS is about to 
become totally extinct along with Apaches.  We won't go out quietly now will we...  
 
ENJOY... and note Kandinski's progression to Conceptual Art in the selected pics... 
more next weeké Cheerio.. 
BACH, KANDINSKY, JARRE (see music, hear pictures) - YouTube 

 
 

http://www.google.com.au/url?q=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N5i94WuAtRI&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwi2y_WL89DMAhVBHpQKHTLYCpwQtwIIVzAN&usg=AFQjCNEShEdX2T5rc171haBh6JAWrw5Zuw


  
 

1903  Der Blaue Reiter 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hilma af Klint  1907  Sweden  Just before  
Kandinski, but she uses flowers, so its Abstract,  

not Conceptual only, which she never fully reached.  
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